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It was a night I will not forget — the night when God stepped into my heart’s hole.   I had heard 
about Him; learning much of Him from His Word.   I had grown up in a faith family that was 
established to honor Him and follow His ways.   I even talked to Him through the years;  prayed, 
laying my soul before Him.  I asked for help, for understanding, for blessings —  for things like 
most people probably do.   I met with His faith community every time I could, being saturated 
with His existence in this family’s life. 
 

God stepped into the world as flesh & blood.   His name was Jesus.  We recount this each 
Christmas Eve.  That is how we would know God best, by knowing Jesus.  Jesus was, and is,  
equal to God.  Jesus was God (see John 1).  I knew that.  Even after doing all the right steps  
to know I was His, my heart still ached. 
 

This night was different.  Jesus / God stepped into my heart in a real way.  He tenderly looked at 
me with a pure love I had never felt before.   He said no lofty words, just communicated through 
His loving eyes this message, “I know.”  It took me a while to understand, to know this was real.   
This was a knowing that I was not alone anymore.  I drove to a faith community event a few days 
later which was several miles from my home.  Someone asked me, “Are you alone?”  My heart 
was smiling SO big.  As I walked away, I whispered to myself, “No, I’m not alone… anymore.” 
 

I knew that with full confidence, because Jesus had stepped into my heart that 
night.  He filled the hole that had been there for so many years — it was a 
miraculous gift.  Jesus coming into anyone’s heart is a gift beyond understanding.   
Thank you, Jesus, for coming to us and for us.  Bless Your Holy Name.           BL 
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Winter 2024  
 

FROM OUR NEWSLETTER STAFF 
Greetings,  

Our last newsletter came out this past spring  
in  March.  We are still looking at publishing  

two newsletters per year with a possible third 
one some years.  We’re emailing out most of 

our newsletters with a few folks receiving them 
via postal mail.   If you come to our services at 
our church building, we will have extra paper 

copies of the newsletter available to pick up if 
you would like a hardcopy of it.  Keep us 

informed of your contact information so we  
can keep CONNECTING with you.    

In Jesus,  Lisa & Betty 

NEWSLETTER STAFF 
Lisa Koppelman & Betty Lloyd  

 

 

GIVING  OPTIONS 
 

GIFTS CAN BE MAILED TO 
C h u r c h of Ch r  i  s t, PO Box 307  

Cl e v e l a n d, M N 56017 
 

ONLINE GIVING AT 
www.Cl e v e l a n dC h u r c h.net/Give/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Gifts made by December 31 will be attributed  

to your 2024 contribution numbers. 

mailto:ClChurch@live.com
mailto:clchurchprayer@live.com


 
 
 

CHRISTMAS  2024 
    

Sun, Dec 1     10:15AM   JOURNEY to the NATIVITY message  Silence:  Waiting 

Sun, Dec 1       6:30PM  Christmas Carol Sing-Along   Singing Christmas songs using karaoke  

Sun, Dec 8     10:15AM   JOURNEY to the NATIVITY message           The Journey:  90 Miles 

Sat,  Dec 14        9:00AM   Ladies Christmas Brunch      Register by Sunday, December 1 

Sun, Dec 15      10:15AM   JOURNEY to the NATIVITY message           The Star:  A Sign of Hope 

Sun, Dec 15        2:00PM  A Birthday Bash for Jesus  For children Pre-K - 5th Grade 

Sun, Dec 22   10:15AM   JOURNEY to the NATIVITY message            Messengers:  Angels and Shepherds 

Tue, Dec 24        5:00PM  JOURNEY to the NATIVITY message            The Nativity:  Silent Night 

Tue, Dec 24     5:30PM  Christmas Eve Fellowship  Enjoy time with friends & family 

A QUICK VIEW OF OUR FEATURED  EVENTS – ALL ARE WELCOME 
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CHRISTMAS   
CAROL  
SING-ALONG 
Sun, Dec 1    6:30pm 

Everyone is invited to our Christmas 
Carol Sing-Along!  We’re doing a twist 
this year by incorporating karaoke into 
the mix.  Christmas treats will be served 
after the singing.  Plan to attend and to 
bring a friend with you!   

   

 

 

  

                                                             Sat, Dec 14  
                                                              9:00am 
 

Our Women’s Monthly Coffee & More is 
hosting a brunch for their 2nd Saturday 
December get-together.  Featuring egg 
bake, assorted fruits, Krumkake & teas, 
plan also to make a Christmas ornament 
to take home.   Please sign up by 
Sunday, Dec 1 by our Welcome Center. 

DETAILS OF OUR FEATURED  EVENTS – ALL ARE WELCOME 

   

 

 

  

CELEBRATION FOR JESUS 
BIRTHDAY BASH 

Sun, Dec 15 
2:00-4:00pm 

Pre-school - 5th graders are invited for 
birthday cake & ice cream, crafts, party 
games, treat bags and Christmas movies.  

PARENTS, YOU ARE FREE FOR 2 HOURS! 
We will use the last hour of the party for 
Christmas movies to give you some extra 
time for last minute shopping or other 
Christmas activities.  

BRING A GIFT.   
We are collecting special treats for the 
Cleveland Food Shelf to distribute to 
families with children in need.  
Here are suggestions for treats:  Jello or 
pudding snack packs, fruit snacks, 
packaged juices, kid favorite cereal, 
packaged cookies, little Debbie treats, 
snack crackers with cheese or peanut 
butter, granola bars, goldfish crackers.  
Items can be put into Christmas bags but 
should not be wrapped in boxes. 

PLEASE REGISTER  
YOUR CHILD ONLINE.  
 www.ClevelandChurch.net/Christmas/ 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
FELLOWSHIP  
Tues, Dec 24   
After Eve Service 

All are invited to gather 
after our Christmas Eve service for a 
light supper of meats & cheeses and 
oyster stew, hosted and provided by the 
Lloyd and Dickie families.  Homemade 
Christmas treats are welcome. 



 

Through the Word 

Through the Word Inc. 

YouVerison Bible App + 

Audio 

Life.Church 

Bible Gateway 

HarperCollins Christian Pub, Inc. 

Gideon Bible App 

The Gideons Intl 

ESV Bible 

Crossway 

Blue Letter Bible 

Blue Letter Bible 

RightNow Media 

RightNow Media 

UP Faith & Family 

UP Entertainment, LLC 

WorldviewTube 

Worldview Weekend 

FrankSpeech 

FrankSpeech 

Kinship Radio 

Unvubu Solutions LLC 

VOM App 

The Voice of the Martyrs 

YouTube:  Watch, Listen, Stream 

Google 

   
 Spurgeon    
 Sermon   
 Series 

Pastor  
Greg  
Laurie 

 

  Crazy    
  Love 

  Francis  
  Chan 

Here's what was posed to some of our church folks:   

   If you have any, share one or two of your favorite free             
              Christian apps you have on your device(s).   
                                  See page 6 to learn a bit about apps. 

Gary Kunz:  Through the Word  “I love it because it has teaching content 
on every book of the Bible as well as various topics.  Very easy to use and 
just great to learn from.”  
 

Jeff Nordrum:  YouVersion Bible   “It has many different versions of the 
Bible, lesson plans, daily verse, reading plans.  I always have my phone 
with me which means I always have access to God's Word.” 
 

Karen Perry:  Bible Gateway   “I love the different versions I can refer 
to when I am reading different texts.” 
 

Gary Scott:  Gideon Bible App   “Easy to use & allows me to carry the 
Bible in my pocket… easy to share the gospel at any time...  Another 
feature included is an audio option.  Another feature is a HELP 
feature listing versus for a number of personal needs.” 
 

Dan Ciarrocchi:  ESV Bible by Crossway 
 

Jeff Nordrum:  Blue Letter Bible   “… has various Bible versions… type 
in any verse and get access to commentary on that passage from 
several different people… look up Greek words, learn their definition, 
pronunciation, & how the word was relevant in the ancient culture.  I 
almost always use this source when exploring any Biblical passage.” 
 

Karen Perry:  RightNow Media   “I love the variety of speakers and 
issues.  Rob & I have watched it ahead of time when different studies 
are being used (for Sunday Bible class).  I have also used the 
children’s possibilities with grandkids.  Also, it has Next Level 
classes by Ozark Christian College.” 
 

Jeff Nordrum:  RightNow Media     “I am a big fan of depth of the 
knowledge and resources that this app provides.” 
 

Brandi Filter:  UP Faith & Family   “It is a good app for decent family 
TV shows & movies.” 
 

Steve Borge:  WorldviewTube   “… has news completely from a 
biblical view…  Not the normal news like the mainstream news.”  
 

Steve Borge:  FrankSpeech   “... a lot of news people and preaching 
studies… (includes a) recovery network, a free service... to help 
people with addictions.”                                                                                                                                                                            

                          Continued on page 6 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WHAT IS AN APP? *    
An app, which is short for "application," is a type of software that 
can be installed & run on a computer, tablet, smartphone or other 
electronic devices... Most apps have a specific & narrow function.  

HOW TO I GET APPS? * 
There are several different ways to get an app...  For smart-phones, 
users can download apps directly from the app store… 
                                   READ MORE AT BELOW LINK ADDRESS: 
*https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/what-is-an-app# 

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE APP?   continued from page 5 

 

Betty Lloyd:  Kinship Radio  “Mankato’s Christian Radio 
station, it has all their broadcasting and information about 
each program and every song played.  I listen to it everyday.” 
 

Betty Lloyd:  VOM App   “The Voice of the Martyrs app has a 
different listed country every day to focus on praying for 
persecuted Christians.  It has whole movies, group studies, 
family studies and stories of persecuted Christians.”   
 

Dan Ciarrocchi:  Three channels on YouTube.  “The sermon 
channels I listen to on YouTube are:   

Spurgeon Sermon Series  

Pastor Greg Laurie 

Crazy Love (Francis Chan channel)” 

Emmy Grace Lynch  
Born June 27, 2024 to  

Dane & Anna (Dickie) Lynch 

Henry Reid (2nd from left) 
Immersed into Jesus July 19, 2024  

Pictured with mom Carrie Verschelde &  
brother Oliver Reid &  stepdad Glen Verschelde 

Mackenzie Borer 
Immersed into Jesus  

Aug 24, 2024  
Daughter of  

Ben & Julie Borer 

                   Lowen Richter   
                         (age 98) 
                    Aug 17, 1926  
                   Sept 10, 2024 

 
 
 

 

                                                        Roy Barnett   
                                                           (age 78) 
                                         March 26, 1946 
                                           Sept 18, 2024  
 
 
 
                                          Janet Holicky Polzine   
                                                      (Age 76) 
                                        May 24, 1948  
                                        Sept 20, 2024  

 

Those who have 
gone before us... 

Our sympathies 
Fall Ladies Bible Study 

October 23, 2024  

WONDER worship  WONDER kids     April 21, 2024  
 

Long-time Friends 
November 10, 2024   

Father’s Day   June 16, 2024,  
Some of the Dale Rogers Family 

July 21, 2024             Nov 16, 2024                 May 5, 2024 



 

I have fond memories of an incredibly special treat of being with my grandparents 
after church with the plans to go to a cafeteria-style restaurant for Sunday lunch.  
The ability to personally go through the line and pick what “I” wanted was great.  
(Grandpa Perry would highlight the PIES;  Grandma, the VEGGIES.)   When I came 
across an article by Thom S. Rainer,  I recalled the pure pleasure of choosing what I 
wanted in the cafeteria line.   Rainer’s article was called,   
              SEVEN DIFFERENCES BETWEEN YOUR CHURCH AND A CAFETERIA.* 

Question:  Has our secular culture of ”Consumer Christianity” compelled us to be more obsessed 
with our personal taste buds instead of serving the Kingdom of God in a spiritually starving world?” 
I make mention here of four of the differences that Rainer wrote about.  

IN A CAFETERIA, YOU PAY FOR YOUR PREFERENCES.  
     IN A CHURCH, you should give abundantly and joyfully 
     without expecting anything in return.  If you ever hear    
     someone say, “We pay the bills in this church,” you know  
     they act like the church is a cafeteria. 
. 

.IN A CAFETERIA, THE FOCUS IS ON YOU AS YOU   
                                   DEMAND TO HAVE THINGS YOUR WAY.  
     IN A CHURCH, the focus should be on God first and 

sacrifice your own needs for others.  If you ever hear someone say, “I’m not getting fed in this church,” 
or “I want the order of service to be like it’s always been,” you know they act like the church is a 
cafeteria. 

IN A CAFETERIA, THE BUSINESS MUST CONTINUE TO MAKE THINGS MORE   
                                   APPEALING AND ATTRACTIVE FOR YOU TO RETURN.  
     IN A CHURCH, you should not expect to be entertained to get you to come back.  If you ever  
     hear someone say, “I’m going to a church where the music is more exciting,” you know they  
     act like the church is a cafeteria. 

IN A CAFETERIA, YOU WILL LIKELY COMPLAIN TO OTHERS IN PERSON OR  
                                   ON SOCIAL MEDIA IF YOU ARE NOT FULLY SATISFIED.  
     IN A CHURCH, you should not have a gossiping or complaining spirit; instead, you should be  
     building others up.  If you ever see someone complain about their church on social media, you  
     know they act like the church is a cafeteria.   (End of Thom Rainer content) 

It would be good to be reminded that the words posted outside our building reads: “Church of Christ.”    
It defines WHO WE ARE and WHO and HOW WE SERVE.  

Let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts.   For as members of one body 
you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. Let the message about Christ, in 
all its richness, fill your lives… And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of 
the Lord Jesus, GIVING THANKS through Him to God the Father.   Colossians 3:15-17  NLT              

I admit that cafeterias were fun as a kid.  Yet today, almost all those then-familiar restaurants don’t 
exist.  What will be the demise of the church if she keeps functioning like them?                          

                                                                                                                                                 ROB                
 
 
 

by  PASTOR ROB PERRY 

          *Permission granted to reprint  -  www.thomrainer.com 
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